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M   E   M   O   R   A   N   D   U   M 

 

To: Commissioner Walter O. Guillory, Chairman 

 Commissioner Elsenia Young 

 Commissioner Joseph M. Scontrino, III 

 Commissioner Jerome Boykin, Sr. 

 Commissioner Neal Miller 

  

From: Loretta Wallace, Program Administrator 

 Charlette Minor, Program Administrator  

 Dr. Roger Tijerino, Program Administrator 

 

Date: October 29, 2009 

 

Re: Special Programs/HOME Committee 

 

 

There will be a Special Programs/HOME Committee meeting on Tuesday, November 10, 2009 

at 11:00 A.M., Louisiana Housing Finance Agency, Committee Room 2, located at 2415 Quail 

Drive, Baton Rouge, LA. 

 

The following topics will be discussed: 

 

HOME  

 

 HOME Reconciliation Update PR-27  

 Update on NSP Projects. 

 

 

 Special Programs 

 

 Update on Housing Trust Fund Projects (Unity Village Subdivision and 

Evangeline Pointe Apartments) 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us. 



 

 

 

 

November 3, 2009 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS / HOME COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

Notice is hereby given that the regular meeting of the Special Programs/HOME Committee 

will be held on Tuesday, November 10, 2009 at 11:00 A.M., Louisiana Housing Finance 

Agency, Committee Room 2, located at 2415 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA, by the order 

of the Chairman. 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Call to order, roll call and introduction of guests. 

 

2.     Approval of minutes from the September 9, 2009 Committee Meeting.  

  

3. HOME  

 

 HOME Reconciliation Update PR-27. 

 Update on NSP Projects. 

 

4.      Special Programs 

 

 Update on Housing Trust Fund Projects (Unity Village Subdivision  

 and Evangeline Pointe Apartments). 

 

 

 5.     Other Business. 

 

 6.     Adjournment. 

 

                                                                                                        

              

                                                                          ______________________________ 

                   Milton J. Bailey, LHFA President 

 

 
If you require special services or accommodations, please contact Barry E. Brooks at 

(225) 763 8773, or via email bbrooks@lhfa.state.la.us 

               
Pursuant to the provisions of LSA-R.S. 42:6.1, upon two-thirds vote of the members present, the Board of Commissioners 

of the Louisiana Housing Finance Agency may choose to enter executive session, and by this notice, the Agency reserves 

its right to go into executive session as provided by law. 

 



Louisiana Housing Finance Agency 

Special Programs/HOME Meeting Minutes 

2415 Quail Drive 

Committee Room 2 

Baton Rouge, LA  70808 

October 14, 2009 

9:30 A.M. 

 

 

 

Commissioners Present 

Walter Guillory, Chairman 

Elsenia Young 

Katie Anderson 

Michael Airhart 

Mason Foster 

 

Commissioners Absent 

Joseph M. Scontrino, III 

Jerome Boykin, Sr. 

 

Legal Counsel Present  

Leslie Strahan 

Keith Cunningham 

 

Staff Present 

See attached Sign-In Sheet 

 

Others Present 
See attached Sign-In Sheet 

 

Chairman Walter Guillory called the meeting to order at approximately 9:40 a.m. Roll call was 

taken and a quorum was established. An introduction of guests and staff followed.  

 

The Chairman then asked for approval of the minutes of the September 9, 2009 Special 

Programs/HOME Committee meeting. On a motion by Commissioner Anderson and a second by 

Commissioner Airhart, the minutes were approved. 

 

HOME 
 

The next item on the Agenda was the HOME Reconciliation Update. Ms. Charlette Minor stated 

this is a new system. HUD has converted over to a new system. She noted 2009 (funds???) are 

not listed. HUD wanted to get the quirks out of the new system so it should be showing up by 

November. It only reflects 2008 funds and where we are. 

 

At the September Committee meeting Commissioner Mason Foster requested to have that 

information posted on our website and it is now available on the website. 
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The next item on the Agenda was a request for approval of a resolution. Ms. Minor stated the 

resolution was originally passed two months ago, which is the Nonprofit Pilot Rebuilding 

Program. Funds were received from LRA. This program helps those families in distressed areas 

who were devastated by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. These funds have been awarded to 

agencies which were cleared on last month. They were (inaudible) by Plaquemines Parish that 

they originally had intended to do their own Owner Rehab Program. They had gone to the LRA 

Board and received approval. This would be an additional $4 million for Plaquemines. She stated 

they will create an RFP process to release and have them compete to get those dollars 

(inaudible). It will be open to anyone who is eligible to submit an RFP.  

 

On a motion by Commissioner Mason Foster and a second by Commissioner Katie 

Anderson, there being no opposition, the following resolution was approved for 

recommendation to Full Board: 

 

A resolution increasing the amount of Community Development Block Grant 

(the “CDBG”) funds that the Louisiana Housing Finance Agency (the “Agency” 

or “LHFA”) will administer for the LHFA Nonprofit Rebuilding Pilot Program 

on behalf of the Louisiana Recovery Authority (the “LRA”) from twenty million 

dollars ($20,000,000.00) to twenty-four million dollars ($24,000,000.00) and 

providing for other matters in connection therewith. 

 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 

The next item on the agenda was an update on Housing Trust Fund projects by Ms. Loretta 

Wallace. Unity Village Subdivision and Evangeline Pointe Apartments are two projects that 

received Housing Trust Fund awards in October 2008. These 2 projects have been delayed 

because of alleged NIMBYISM issues. At the September meeting the Board requested they come 

back every 30 days to give an update.  

 

A representative from each project was present and gave an update on his project:  

 

Attorney Richard Mary, Unity Village  

 

Mr. Mary stated they had just received preliminary approval of the subdivision plat from Eunice. 

Since that time Rev. Gatlin has had the engineers prepare and submit for approval to Eunice the 

construction plans, which is the next step in the process. They have tentatively arranged for a 

bonded contractor to do the work. That cannot get started until they have approval from Eunice. 

He cannot tell what the timetable is on that, but they are moving toward being able to close prior 

to the 90 days extension received from the Board. They have a contractor lined up who has given 

them some tentative numbers who are aligned with the budged, so they are simply waiting on 

comments and hopefully approval from the City of Eunice to move forward. 

 

Mr. Charles Tate, Evangeline Pointe Apartments 

 

Evangeline Pointe is a Trust Fund development in Ville Platte Evangeline Parish, Louisiana. 

Local jurisdiction had confirmed zoning is appropriate but after the funding came, resisted. Over 
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the last month they have come up with an alternate site which the City also says is OK. The 

down side is that it would require an extension of water and sewer that costs $62,000.. Ms. 

Wallace had indicated that rather than take anything up at today’s meeting we could go back to 

the Advisory Board, (inaudible) and come back with something formal--hopefully in 30 days. 

We’re waiting on construction bids to come in to know where we are so hopefully in the next 

two weeks we will have a picture on that. City Engineers have offered to put on City letterhead 

that they would be willing to extend services.  

 

The next item on the Agenda was a resolution requesting an extension of time for three projects. 

Ms. Wallace gave background on the projects, stating these projects also received Housing Trust 

Fund awards in 2008. They ended up with a financial gap so they applied for the Rural Housing 

Funds and were awarded this at the last Board meeting. Since they are HOME funds they have to 

go back and do some steps in the environmental clearance process that may take up to 45-60 

days. We are asking for an extension until they can get an environmental clearance on the 

HOME side and then we should be able to move forward with closing. We are asking until 

December 15
th

 to give them the time needed.  

 

Ms. Minor added for a point of clarity, the environmental clearances are required on HOME 

dollars. The developer can choose to do the environmental themselves. Once they submit the 

environmental phase I, the Agency is responsible for getting the release of funds. Our Agency 

does not have the authority to release the funds--HUD in New Orleans does. It has to go through 

a publication process and that is why it is typically 45 days. Those 45 days begins at the point 

when we get all of the necessary requirements and information from the developer, Ms. Minor 

stated. 

 

Ms. Wallace added, an environmental study was done for the Housing Trust Fund program as 

well, but it is not as detailed as what is required from the HOME side. 

 

On a motion by Commissioner Mason Foster and a second by Commissioner Katie 

Anderson, there being no opposition, the following resolution was approved for 

recommendation to Full Board: 

 

A resolution adopting the recommendation of staff to grant an 

extension until the earlier of December 15, 2009 or the time that 

environmental clearance is approved by HUD on three Housing 

Trust Fund Projects, Cane Pointe Apartments, Inc. (New Iberia), 

James A. Herod Apartments (Abbeville), and Park Ridge 

Apartments (Opelousas), and providing for other matters in 

connection therewith. 

 

The next item on the Agenda was a resolution. Ms. Wallace stated we had some fall-out money 

from projects that were awarded. This project was the next project on the list from that region to 

be awarded Housing Trust Funds so staff is recommending approval. It  is located in North 

Baton Rouge. 
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On a motion by Commissioner Mason Foster and a second by Commissioner Katie 

Anderson, there being no opposition, the following resolution was approved for 

recommendation to Full Board: 

 

A resolution accepting the recommendation of the Housing Trust 

Fund Advisory Council and Staff to allow the allocation of 

$999,809.00 in recaptured Housing Trust Funds to The Hubbard 

House (Baton Rouge) and providing for other matters in 

connection therewith. 

 

The final item on the Agenda was a resolution.  Ms. Minor stated this resolution would help 

them add more funds to Capital City South.  

 

Commissioner Airhart asked how many units are intended to go in on the architect plans. Roger 

Tijerino responded 68 units. Commissioner Airhart also asked if they could go higher than 

whatever the last type was. Dr. Tijerino responded they have not gotten that far. Commissioner 

Airhart stated this project is near his office and he is going to watch this project closely and 

wants to make sure that we are using the dollars most effectively as possible.  

 

Commissioner Young asked what market level of rent are you willing to attrack (?)  Mr. Keith 

Cunningham responded stating the Agency has an obligation under the NSP program to have a 

majority of rents at a certain level. The Agency saw this as an opportunity to meet that NSP 

requirement at this unit. Again, we are still in the design phases and believe after we get 

information from the community and work through program will have a great idea of how it is 

going to look, Mr. Cunningham stated.  

 

Ms. Minor responded $34,000,000 was the total amount. There is a program reg rule that says 

25% of the money has to be spent (inaudible). HUD determines what those (inaudible) are.  

 

On a motion by Commissioner Elsenia Young and a second by Commissioner Michael 

Airhart, there being no opposition, the following resolution was approved for 

recommendation to Full Board: 

 

A resolution approving a change to the Neighborhood Stabilization 

Program (“NSP”) that would allow Louisiana Housing Finance Agency-

owned Capital City South to be a demolition/new construction project, as 

opposed to a rehabilitation project, and changing the NSP Plan to delete 

the Bond Program, adding the Bond Program budget to the Capital City 

South project to bring the total NSP funds allocated to the project to 

Twelve Million Three Hundred Thirty-One Thousand dollars 

($12,331,000.00); and providing for other matters in connection therewith.  

 

 

There being no other business to come before the Committee, the meeting adjourned at l0:02 

a.m. 

Special Programs page 8



Special Programs page 9



Special Programs page 10



Special Programs page 11



Special Programs page 12



Special Programs page 13



Special Programs page 14



Special Programs page 15



Special Programs page 16



Special Programs page 17



Special Programs page 18



Special Programs page 19



Special Programs page 20



Special Programs page 21



Special Programs page 22


	November Cover.pdf
	TOC Nov.pdf
	Memo.pdf
	Preliminary Agenda November.pdf
	Minutes of October 14 2009.pdf
	Sign In Sheet Oct 14.pdf
	PR-27.pdf
	Resolution- HTF Waivers  for site and amenity change for Evangeline Pointe.pdf
	Evangeline Pointe Resol Attach.pdf



