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M   E   M   O   R   A   N   D   U   M 

 

To: The Board of Commissioners  
  
From: Darleen Okammor, Program Manager 
 Energy Assistance Department  
 
Date: July 31, 2009 
 
Re: Energy Assistance Program Committee 
 
 
There will be an Energy Assistance Program Committee meeting, Wednesday, August 
14, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. at Louisiana Housing Finance Agency, Committee Room 1, located 
at 2415 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA. 
 
The following topics will be discussed: 
   

 Energy Programs Status Report 
 Energy Programs Activity Summary 
 Revised ARRA-WAP State Plan 

  
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

July 31, 2009 
 

ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
 

A regular meeting of the Energy Assistance Committee will be held on Wednesday, August 14, 
2009, at 9:00 AM, Louisiana Housing Finance Agency, Committee Room 1, 2415 Quail Drive, 
Baton Rouge LA, by order of the Chairman. 

 
Preliminary Agenda 

 
1. Call to order, roll call and introduction of guests 
 
2.         Approval of minutes from the July 8, 2009 Committee Meeting 
 
3. Energy Programs Status Report 
 
4. Energy Programs Activity Summary 
 
5.  Revised ARRA-WAP State Plan 
 
5.         Other Business  
 
6. Adjournment 

 
 
 
        _______________________ 

                Milton J. Bailey, President    
 
                                                                         
 

If you require special services or accommodations, please contact Barry E. Brooks at 
(225) 763-8773 or via email at: bbrooks@lhfa.state.la.us 

 
 

Pursuant to the provisions of LSA-R.S. 42:6.1, upon two-thirds vote of the members present, the Board 
of Commissioners of the Louisiana Housing Finance Agency may choose to enter Executive Session, 
and by this notice, the Agency reserves its right to go into Executive Session as provided by law. 
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Louisiana Housing Finance Agency 
Energy Assistance Department 

Wednesday, July 8, 2009 
2415 Quail Drive 

Committee Room 1 
Baton Rouge, LA  70808 

9:00 A.M. 
 

 
Commissioners Present 
Katie Anderson 
Mayson H. Foster 
Michael Airhart 
 
Commissioners Absent 
Tyrone A. Wilson 
Susan Sonnier 
 
Staff Present 
Terri Ricks 
Costa Araujo 
Carolyn McQuairter 
Mari Bartholomew 
Keith Cunningham 
Alesia Wilkins-Braxton  
Charlette Minor 
Darleen Okammor 
Angela M. King 
 
Others Present 
See attached sign-in sheet 
 
Commissioner Katie Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. The roll was called and a 
quorum established.  Introduction of guest and staff and followed.  The minutes of the June 10, 
2009 meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Foster, and seconded by 
Commissioner Airhart. 
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Updates:  Darleen Okammor, Energy Assistance Program Manager reported on the LIHEAP 
and the Regular WAP Programs. The LIHEAP Grant award for the fiscal year 2009 was 
$61,501,777.  The Agency allocated statewide to the subgrantees $45,657,071 that was 74% of 
the grant for administrative fees and utility assistance to eligible households. As of June 30, 
2009, 78 % has been expended which has served over 81,067 households and reached 30,527 
new applicants. 
 
Regarding the LIHEAP Express funds 94% of the $5 million received from DNR has been 
expended serving 10,567 households and reaching 5907 new applicants. 
 
The 2010 State Plan is due September 1, 2009 there will be a public hearing held next month. 
The 2008 Regular WAP program year ended June 30, 2009.  As of date, there are no complete 
statistics but as of June 30, 2009, 655 households have been weatherized we were scheduled to 
complete 1955. 
 
The 2009 Regular WAP State Plan was submitted to the Department of Energy on April 30, 
2009 and conditionally approved until we have a public hearing on the revisions. The proposed 
plan is revised to provide greater clarity relative to training and the policy advisory council; we 
will also correct a technicality by redoing the public hearing. There were no substantial changes 
and no actions were required by the board. The public hearing has been scheduled for July 13, 
2009 at 10:30 here at LHFA.  
 
Katie Anderson, Energy Committee, Chairman reported on the ARRA State Plan. The ARRA 
WAP Express Program is still working with the Department of Energy for approval of the plan. 
The staff has been in conversation with the Department of Energy and we have received a 
general letter of disapproval with specific sections that was said as not meeting the conditions of 
the State Plan requirements. We are reviewing those areas and awaiting additional letter from the 
Department of Energy with technical assistance that will pin-point some of the specifics. Once 
those changes have been made there will be another public hearing; in addition to, going before 
the Board of Commissioners.  
 
Mayson Foster, Commissioner request to add that the State of Louisiana is not the only State in 
which the State Plan was declined. It is not a reflection of the agency but a normal process. 
 
Charlette Minor, Program Administrator wanted to add that the public hearing process is twenty 
days.  
 
Mayson Foster, Commissioner request the record to reflect that we no longer have a quorum. 
 
Ben Nevers, State Senator District 12 requested to come before the board regarding the position 
of the agencies in the parishes in which he represent.  He requested preference to those who have 
performed admirably thought out the years and to offer his support in engaging any of these 
departments. 
 
Katie Anderson, Energy Committee, Chairman request the record to reflect that we have a 
quorum. 
 



3 
 

Commissioner Allison Jones requested the record to reflect that Susan Sonnier, Commissioner is 
present.  
 
If there is no other business, the chairman entertains a motion to adjourn at 10:01 and was 
seconded by Tyrone Wilson. 
 
 
 
  
 
















































































